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Antonovich’s Analysis is Inaccurate at Best

Los Angeles County Supervisor Michael D. Antonovich releases misleading information
regarding immigrant allowance for health and public services.

Los Angeles — The Los Angeles County released a statement indicating that undocumented immigrants received
over $37 million in welfare and food stamp allocations in November 2007 as announced by Los Angeles County
Supervisor Michael D. Antonovich. Angelica Salas, Executive Director of the Coalition for Humane Immigrant
Rights of Los Angeles (CHIRLA), issued the following statement in response:

“Immigrants use less health care, receive less public benefits, and must deal with significant restrictions when it
comes to receiving federal support. In 1996 the Clinton Administration established the Personal Responsibility
and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act which restricts legal residents and prevents undocumented from
obtaining federally funded support, such as the welfare that Mr. Antonovich refers to. In 2005 the Bush
Administration signed the Deficit Reductions Aavhich indicates that anyone who seeks Medi-Caltmus
provide proof of citizenship. The endlessly dieanclaim that immigrants exploit the emergencyithea
care system is conjecture at best, particularlgasarch points that communities with high rates of
emergency room usage are not the same communitiesigh immigrant populations (Peter Cunningham,
Health Affairs, July '06). What the county statement failslarify is that the support referred to (food
stamps, welfare) legally goes to American borndrkih, as is the legal right of all American citiger
would imagine this is a right we all have an ingtli@ protecting, unless Mr. Antonovich is suggegtihat
the children of immigrants will not play a sizeabdée in our nation’s future.”

“Immigrants are working people and consumers ia doiuntry.  Not only do immigrants contributelte
economic, cultural, and social fabric of the Uniftdtes, they are also legally bound to pay texatsfund
public services. Mr. Antonovich’s frame that immagts drain American resources is tired, unfounded,
inaccurate rhetoric as evidenced by his lack o€ifjppe and gross generalizations. For shame that M
Antonovich not only misleads the American publioabimmigrant exploitation of resources, but fads
highlight immigrant contribution, such as the fewt immigrants pay over $4 billion in state taresl more
than $30 billion in federal taxes annually (U.Sn€es data and Employment Development Dept. of QA da
from 2005).”
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